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HERITAGE BILL 2015 — EXPOSURE DRAFT 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [12.06 pm]: This Liberal–National government is 
committed to introducing new heritage legislation that is open, transparent, simple to operate and easy to 
understand, and able to reflect best practice in the recognition and protection of heritage places. Today we take one 
step closer to fulfilling our election promise. The Heritage Bill is the culmination of two rounds of public 
consultation from the 2011 review of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990. That review was the first major 
initiative from Western Australia’s first state cultural heritage policy—a policy introduced by this Liberal–National 
government. Findings from that review were no surprise to anyone dealing with or having an interest in heritage. 

The current act has its origins in the 1970s and 1980s and is no longer adequate to deal with the challenges that 
our heritage faces today. Put simply, it is characterised by a lack of clarity, cumbersome and inefficient 
processes, difficulties in interpreting the legislation and perceptions of its effectiveness. The feedback from the 
community, state and local governments, heritage practitioners and heritage owners themselves is that they want 
new, modernised legislation. The green bill will improve transparency of processes and hit the right balance 
between community expectations and recognised standards of heritage practices. It will ensure that any 
development of our valuable heritage is managed positively and will respect the heritage significance of places. 
In addition, it will address community concerns about demolition by neglect through the introduction of repair 
orders requiring owners to make their place safe and secure. 

Consultation on this bill will be open for six weeks, and the feedback will help inform the final version of the 
new Heritage Bill that I hope to bring to this house by the end of the year. As Western Australia moves forward, 
it is time that our heritage legislation kept pace. This Liberal–National government is committed to ensuring that 
our heritage is recognised as an important and valuable asset not only in terms of our economy and the wellbeing 
of our communities, but also for future generations of Western Australians. I now table the Heritage Bill 2015 
(Exposure Draft) for public comment. The public comment period closes on 25 September 2015. 

[See paper 3202.] 
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